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Minor Tooth Movement
for Children and Adults

This one-day seminar will enable the practitioner to successfully
treat many children and adults who present with simple

problems that can be treated in a short period of
time without the use of comprehensive

fixed appliance therapy.

Our clinician, Walt
Pfitzinger, DDS, MS,
began 35 years ago as
a solo pediatric dentist.

His practice evolved into
a group with four offices

and consists of five general
dentists, three pediatric dentists, an

orthodontist, an oral surgeon, and an anesthesiologist.

A graduate of St. Louis University School of Dentistry, Dr.
Pfitzinger received his advanced degree in pediatric

dentistry from Marquette University. Always a student, Dr.
Pfitzinger continues to improve his practice and teaching.
He actively participates in courses led by world-renowned
specialists in appliance therapy both in North America,
Europe and Asia.

He brings to this course first-hand knowledge on what
works and what doesn’t with explanations and examples.
Although removable appliances are an important

adjunct to early orthodontic treatment and minor
movement in adults, he also practices using fixed

Straight Wire mechanics.

I. Introduction
a. Why the general or pediatric

dentist needs to be involved in
appliance therapy

b. How orthodontics can enhance
your restorative and cosmetic
care in addition to providing a
valuable tool in treating children

II. Making the Diagnosis
a. What data do you need and why
b. Using the flow charts to

differentiate the easy from the
difficult problems to correct

III. Early treatment in children
a. New approaches to space

maintenance for missing
primary molars and why it may
not be necessary for first
primary molars

b. Extracted primary anteriors in
the 2 to 5 year old. Space
maintenance may not be
necessary but Mothers want
esthetics. The answer: the
Groper fixed appliance

c. How to treat anterior crossbites
in 3-8 weeks

IV. Ectopic Eruption of the
6-year molars

a. How to intercept
b. When the 2nd primary molars

are lost early – how to regain
the space and maintain it until
the bicuspids erupt

V. Posterior Crossbites
a. When to treat and how to treat

in the primary, mixed and early
permanent dentition.

b. Why you should not attempt to
treat posterior crossbites in
adults with simple appliances

VI. Molar uprighting
a. The causes of tipped first

molars
b. Fixed vs. removable approaches
c. Methods of retention

VII. Forced eruption
a. Choosing the right procedure –

forced eruption/crown-
lengthening vs. extraction

b. Achieving an esthetic result

VIII. Practice Management
a. The importance of good records

– digital photos, digital X-rays
and digital models

b. Consent forms and sample
letters

c. Finances – managing fees and
insurance

YOU WILL LEARN:

• How to treat anterior crossbites in the primary and mixed dentition

• When and when not to treat posterior crossbites (and how to
select the perfect appliances for given situations)

• How to treat orthodontic relapse in your adult patients without
full banding and bonding

• How to correct minor tooth position problems in preparation
for implants or prosthetic appliances (such as tipped molars)

• How to correct ectopic eruption of 6-year molars in the mixed
dentition

• When and how to approach space maintenance children (there
is new thinking on the necessity of space maintainers)

A b o u t t h e S p e a ke r

C o u r s e O b j e c t i ve

Teaching Methods:

Dr. Pfitzinger’s entire presentation will be
illustrated with photographs of the patients’

treatment from beginning to end.

In addition, Dr. Pfitzinger has developed a unique
series of diagnostic flow charts that will

help guide the practitioner to select
the cases that can easily be

treated and to refer those
cases that cannot be easily
and quickly managed in
a general practice.
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